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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask 
an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of 
the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed 
for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even so 
to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 31, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Our Father, We Have Wandered,”  

Thomas Keesecker 

Asking God’s Forgiveness  
Stand 
 

In the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God  

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
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entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness,” # 657 

Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 

Kyrie   

 



5 

 

 

GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you 
lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. 
Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Sit 

Mission Moment Rahel Mwitula Williams 
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From the Book of Psalms 32 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

 
 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 
 

1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is | put away! 
2Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there | is no guile! Refrain 
 
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 
8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 
  I will guide you | with my eye. 
10Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 
  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 

view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we 
know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we 
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he 
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made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Gospel Acclamation “On My Heart Imprint Your Image,”#811 

On my heart imprint your image, 
Blessed Jesus, king of grace, 
That life’s troubles nor its pleasures 
Ever may your work erase. 
Let the clear inscription be: 
Jesus, crucified for me, 
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 
All my glory and salvation! 
 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 15th chapter of St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 
to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
  3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two 
sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share 
of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property 
between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had 
and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property 
in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took 
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went 
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with 
the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But 
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands 
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will 
get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to 
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
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with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 
him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the 
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and 
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get 
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they 
began to celebrate. 
  25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of 
the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his 
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never 
given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the 
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pastor Burce 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “Our Father, We Have Wandered,” #606 

Recognition of Ministry Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 

 

  



9 

 

Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts “The King of Love My Shepherd Is,”  
John Behnke 

Stand 
 

The Gifts Are Presented “Create in Me a Clean Heart,” #186 

 

 

 
Let us pray.  Receive, O God, 
our bodies and souls and all our talents, together with these offerings 
we bring before you.  For you have bought us to be your own, that we 
may live for you.  Amen. 
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CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  

 

 

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sit.   
 

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 

 

 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” #502 

“Now the Silence” #460 
 
Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his 
body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with 
the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen. 
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ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 

A Hymn 
 

“O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True” #675, stanzas 1, 3, 5 

 

A Mission 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “O Perfect Life of Love,” Kevin Hildebrand 

 
.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;   
“Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
 
Psalm 32:11  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006  Augsburg Fortress.  May be reproduced by permission 
for local use only. 
 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for local use only. 
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SERVING TODAY 

 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Kathy Neumann (8:30); Janice Snyder (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Jared Waugaman (8:30); Jillian Piteo, (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Alan Parrott, Scott Straffen, Christa Turnbull 
(8:30); Rachel Roeder, Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard (11:00) 

 
Acolytes – Kevin McLeeson, Bryce Neumann (8:30);  

Bella Epperson, Jason Epperson (11:00) 
 

Cantor – Bethany Kresnye (8:30); Dale Mortensen (11:00) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Raffee Johns, Steve Turnbull (8:30);  
Katie Norman, Sue Zubin (11:00) 

 
Greeters — Frank & Ellen Petak (8:30);  

Bob & Ann Kreps (11:00) 
 

Ushers – Craig Jernigan, Brad Paton (8:30);  
Padraig Donohoe, Reilly Kinter, Tyler Seagro (11:00) 

 
Nursery – Lori Zaremba, Mitchell Zaremba (11:00) 

 
Trustee – Joshua Koza (11:00) 

 
Altar Guild – Bonnie Price, Martha Trapp 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 The Lutherans of Tanzania 
 

 People far from home and estranged from their families 
 

 Christ’s servants at ELCA church wide offices 
 

 All who woke this morning to famine and ruin 
 

 Health matters:  Trudy Gustke, Jodi Hoffman, Carol Kubovcik, Martha 
McKinney, Arline Pillivant, Don Schlunt, Audrey Ruettger, Jean Uhle,  
Mary Weber 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

March 31—JOHN DONNE, d. 1631, one of England’s great poets, dean of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, and the most renowned preacher of his day. 
  
April 4—BENEDICT THE AFRICAN, d. 1589, a former slave, hermit, and 
monastery cook who became renowned for his skill and humility at a 
confessor.   

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 43:16-21, Psalm 126, Philippians 3:4b-14, John 12:1-8 

 We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 
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Today’s Special Guest 

 

                                                                                                                                                  

Rahel Mwitula Williams serves as 

Mission Funding Director with ELCA 

Mission Advancement. In this role, she 

seeks to develop and deepen 

relationships with ELCA Lutherans, to 

participate in the church’s call to service 

and create lasting impact through ELCA 

Missionaries, Young Adults in Global 

Mission volunteers, Global Ministry projects, the International 

Women Leaders initiative.  

 

Born and raised in Tanzania, East Africa, Rahel migrated to the 

United States with her family when she was 12 years old She is a 

founder of ILAVA: It Can Be Done- An African Inspired socially 

responsible brand that uses fashion to empower women and inspire 

change around the world.  In 2017, ILAVA featured at LA Fashion 

Week an international fashion platform. Rahel serves as an 

Executive Board Officer for the BIGG Hearted Foundation, an 

organization that provides scholarships and education programs to 

Chicago land area students. In 2018, Rahel gave a TEDx Talk at 

Northwestern University on Redefining Philanthropy: Faces of 

Change Makers.  

 

Rahel will be speaking briefly at all services this weekend and at the 

Sunday Adult Forum. 

 

Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 

 

This Sunday we formally recognize the ministry of Deaconess Ruth 

Mortensen who has joined our staff as pastoral assistant for 

visitation.  Deaconess has been serving in this role on an interim 

basis for the past year, and was recently able to accept the position 

as her regular ministry.  We thank God for her faithful, steadfast 

service. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9qiuQWjH1E&feature=share&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9qiuQWjH1E&feature=share&app=desktop
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org
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To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 


